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BIOGRAPHY

Michael A. Del Gatto, AIA, LEED AP

Principal / Vice President
Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects

Michael “Mike" Del Gatto, AIA, LEED AP, is Principal and Vice President of Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects, a 23 person Architecture
Firm in Las Vegas. Nevada. For over 34 years, he has shaped architecture through creative, practical design and sustained commitment to
his profession. community, and family.

Mike moved to Las Vegas at the age of four and spent his childhood building desert forts and riding bikes through construction sites. Watching
the city grow sparked his interest in design and set the foundation for his career. As a high school student in 1391, he began working as a
runner for a local firm found in the yellow pages. He put himself through college. graduating from the UNLV School of Architecture; he was
later recognized as Alumnus of the Year for the College of Fine Arts and inducted into its Hall of Fame. On Valentine's Day 2000. Mike joined
Carpenter Sellers & Associates and became a partner five years later. The firm was renamed Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects in 2010.

Although Mike's career features awards and personal accolades, he identifies first as a husband and father. Skills honed as an architect -
model building, creativity. and design - also drive his "dad projects,” from Halloween costumes and box forts. His family grounds him, and the
lessons he practices at home - patience. encouragement, and celebrating milestones - shape his leadership. At CSD, he cultivates collabo-
ration, mentorship. and recognition. He celebrates team member's achievements and inspires team success. Traditions started by Mike like
ce Cream Thursdays, Annual Thanksgiving Family Luncheon, and yearly donations to staff-chosen charities strengthen workplace bonds. Mike
creates a workplace that feels like a family.

Mike has delivered projects in PreK - 12, higher education. workplace. public facilities. healthcare facilities, and commercial spaces. He
employs innovative approaches to design and construction while remaining cost-conscious and client-focused. He views architecture as a
people-first practice. believing thoughtful design should inspire, support, and enrich lives.

Beyond the office, Mike leads within the profession. He served on the AIA Nevada Board of Directors and committees. including as Chair of
Advocacy & Ethical Behavior and Architecture Week, working to strengthen architecture statewide. He is a dedicated mentor to young profes-
sionals, guiding them with the same sense of professionalism and integrity that defines his own career. His commitment to education extends
through lectures and presentations, furthering the conversation about architecture in the region.  For over a decade, he has also coached
youth sports, blending mentorship, teamwork, and service in a way that reflects his values.

Under Mike's leadership, CSD earned dozens of AIA Nevada and AIA Western Mountain Region awards. The firm received the 2018 and 2024 AIA
Nevada Firm of the Year and 2013 AIA Western Mountain Region Firm of the Year. reinforcing its reputation as a top design firm. While he has
received numerous honors, Mike values most the relationships he builds - with clients, colleagues. students, and his family. People know him
not only for the quality of his work but also for his generosity, openness, and willingness to share ideas and time.

Mike's career reflects AIA Nevada Silver Medal values: a lasting impact on the profession, a respect for the past, a vision for the future, and
a body of work that continues to inspire. His projects, mentorship, and advocacy for quality design have made a meaningful and lasting mark
on Nevada's community

Professional Registration

NARRATIVE & HIGHLIGHTS

Architect: Nevada, Utah, California

AIA Highlights

AIA Nevada - Young Architect Citation (2006)

AlIA Las Vegas - Architecture Week Committee Chair (2007)
AIA 150 - 24 Hour Town Hall - Co-Chair (2007)

AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors (2007 - 2008)

AIA Las Vegas Director of Advocacy and Ethical Behavior
(2007-2008)

AIA Western Mountain Region - Young Architect Award
(2008)

AIA Nevada Legislative Affairs Committee (2008-2009)
AIA Nevada Firm of the Year (2018)

AIA Western Mountain Region Architecture Firm of the Year
(2019)

AIA Nevada Firm of the Year (2024)

AlA School of Architecture Committees (Various)

Additional Highlights

In Business Las Vegas - 40 under 40 (2007)

UNLV College of Fine Arts - Alumnus of the Year (2018)
UNLV College of Fine Arts - Hall of Fame (2019)

Iweig Group Best Architecture Firms to Work For in US and
Canda - Top 10 (2019)

Iweig Group Best Architecture Firms to Work For in US and
Canda - Top 3 (2020)



ACHIEVEMENTS

FIRM AWARDS
THROUGH MIKE’S LEADERSHIP CARPENTER SELLERS DEL GATTO ARCHITECTS HAS BEEN UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED AS TOP TIER BY:
PEERS + CLIENTS + EMPLOYEES
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158 Design Firm Awards
in the last 25 years at
Firm

40 AIA Awards

DESIGN AWARDS
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ACHIEVEMENTS

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE
AIA, NCARE, LEED AP

1

MICHAEL DEL GATTO

06

FROM UNLV TO CARPENTER SELLERS
DEL GATTO ARCHITECTS
Mike Del Gatto s @ proud graduate of the UNLY
School of Architecture. He earned @ Bachelor's
Degree in 1996 and a Masters in 1999, During his.
graduate studies at UNLV hé also studied abroad
intaly and Greece through the University.of
Avizona and at the University of Copenhagen DIS
Architecture Program in Denmark. Mike received
the AlA Nevada Young Architect Cifationin 2006
and the AIA Western Mountain Region Young
Architect Award in 2008.

e
Mike is a Principal of Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto
Architects. He joined the firm in 2000 and has

“been o partner since 2005. Mike ismost proud of.

‘the fifm cultuire that he and his pariniers have

built, that has resulted in recruiting and refaining

an amazing team of people that have each.
ibuted 1o the fi

design work.

Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects was, 1
establish 1986:and since has won over 100 d
Sawards onihe local, regional and national level: {

i\

The firm has also been AIA Nevada Firm of the
Year and NAIOP Southerri Nevada Chapfer firm of
the year twice. While the firm's only officeis ==
located in Las Vegas, the firm has completed +
projects in 41 states. The firm is activeinhe
community and committed to many local
philanthropic efforts. bl

BNV iittureeros

&
i

) S e

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Shared authorship as the foundation

Michael A. Del Gatto, AIA, LEED AP, learned early that architecture's strength comes
from many hands working together. He measures success by how people grow, how
projects strengthen the communities they serve, and how the profession advances
together. This philosophy guides his AIA involvement, his commitment to mentorship,
and his steady contributions to Southern Nevada's civic and educational landscape.
Colleagues know him as a partner who shares authorship, credits staff openly, and
builds trust with owners, consultants, and contractors through clarity and respect.
As a young professional, this approach was recognized with honors such as the
AIA Nevada Young Architect Citation and the AIA Western Mountain Region Young
Architect Award, both accepted as acknowledgments of collective effort rather than
individual claim.

Advancing the profession through AlA engagement

Within the profession, Mike's engagement is continuous and purposeful. He has served
on the AIA Las Vegas Board of Directors and on committees, including |leadership as
Chair of Advocacy and Ethical Behavior and as Co-Chair of Architecture Week. He
treats AlA as a common table where architects learn, mentor, and advocate side by
side. Inside the studio, he encourages participation in the Institute, supports time
for service, and prepares emerging designers to contribute meaningfully when they
step into those roles. The pattern is consistent. Learn together, raise standards
together, and bring those lessons back to project teams and clients. That spirit
of shared advancement has also been reflected in firm recognitions including AIA
Nevada Firm of the Year and AIA Western Mountain Region Architecture Firm of the
Year.

Mentorship that builds lasting capacity

Mentorship is the daily habit that ties his work to lasting impact. Mike brings emerging
professionals into real conversations about design, delivery, and stewardship.
He gives context so decisions make sense, invites staff to [ead where they have
strength, and recognizes the team when goals are met. He celebrates milestones
such as licensure and promotions, reinforces ethical practice, and protects time
for growth through reviews, presentations, and guided exposure to client work.
Traditions that honor team effort and shared giving reinforce a culture where people
stay, contribute, and then mentor the next cohort. The outcome is a healthy office
that continuously develops future leaders for the profession. External validation of
that culture includes recognition as one of the Zweig Group Best Architecture Firms

to Work



ACHIEVEMENTS

HarrY ReID
Nevaoa

MaJoRITY LEADER

Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

March 27, 2007

Mr. Michael Del Gatto
Principal

Carpenter Sellers Architects
1919 South Jones - Suite C
Las Vegas, Nevada 89146

Dear l\/%l‘déé(’)('zj(

Congratulations on your selection as one of the top 40
professionals under 40 years old by In Business Las Vegas. This
is a wonderful achievement for which you should be very proud.

Additionally, I was pleased to learn about your work with
the Boys Hope Girls Hope program. Thank you for generously
giving back to the community through your mentoring efforts.

1 wish you the best in your future endeavors.

Sincerely,

g é[l/f/b-
Y REID,

United States Senator

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Practice grounded in collaboration and delivery

Practice for Mike is a collaborative enterprise that balances ambition with
responsibility. He and his partners align architects, interior designers, technical
staff, consultants, and contractor teams early, then keep that alignment through
delivery. The work spans education, civic, healthcare, and commercial projects
central to daily life in Nevada. Mike's contribution is to create clarity, set realistic
paths, and keep dialogue constructive when priorities compete. Clients return
because the process is transparent, budgets and schedules are respected, and the
final environments reflect the values of the institutions they serve. These are shared
achievements, made possible by many hands working in concert.

Community service that extends practice

Community service is part of the same guiding theme. Mike supports the university
and the region by participating in lectures, reviews, scholarship donations,
and professional conversations that connect students and young practitioners
to practice. He volunteers in ways that model teamwork, commitment, and
accountability, reinforcing the traits that make project teams effective. This work
does not seek the spotlight. It builds capacity, opens doors for others, and keeps
momentum where it matters most. His volunteer efforts include 1l years of coaching
Youth sports. His fundraising efforts include 4 years of shaving for St. Baldricks and
cycling 100's of miles for Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation. His personal
commitment to the university community has also been acknowledged through UNLV
distinctions such as Alumnus of the Year in the College of Fine Arts and induction into
the College of Fine Arts Hall of Fame.

Recognition as a reflection of shared effort

Recognition over the years reflects collective effort rather than individual claim.
Mike readily points to partners, staff, consultants, clients, and construction teams
when honors arrive. He focuses on durable outcomes. A young architect who earns
a license and later mentors others. A project that becomes a valued civic place.
A client relationship that endures because the team communicated clearly and
delivered consistently. These measures show how professional engagement and
community benefit reinforce one another when collaboration sits at the center.
Firmwide acknowledgments such as AIA Nevada and Western Mountain Region Firm
of the Year affirm the value of that shared authorship.



ACHIEVEMENTS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
PAYING IT FORWARD...

ACE Mentorship Program

AIA Las Vegas HS Design Awards

American Youth Soccer Organization

Andre Agassi College Prep Academy

Boys Hope Girls Hope Board Member

Candlelighter's Childhood Cancer Foundation

CANstruction Las Vegas

Cure4Kids

Grant-A-Gift Autism Foundation

Habitat for Humanity Las Vegas

Las Vegas Natural History Museum

Las Vegas Youth Basketball

Make a Wish Nevada

Nevada Blind Children's Foundatian

NFL Youth Flag Football

St. Raldrick's Foundation

Summerlin South Little League

UNLV Alumni Association - Rebel Business Networking Committee
UNLV School of Architecture - Advisory Boards, Committees, Lectures

e e
NON PAID LOBBYIST
MICHAEL DEL GATTO

n behalf of AIA

GAUDIN sypway weNatural
History

Museum

VAZRINE

. GAUDIN




ACHIEVEMENTS
FIRM CULTURE

WE ARE VERY SERIOUS ABOUT WHAT WE DO, BUT WE LIKE TO HAVE A LOT OF FUN DOING IT

By nurturing our client’s interest in
the art of architecture, we seek to
develop in them a passion for design
like our own.

(@nzbfnmz :

SELLERS
Dil GO
AIRCHITECTS

&

At CSD, we live by a set of CORE VALUES:

a .

[\  SHARE . EMBRACEA
~ N\ YOUR O/RN0. COLLABORATIVE
\()/) rassion ' || FANSLY

=t =+ ATMOSPHERE

, r&@, IMPROVE
,: WLEDGE OUR
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2 EXHIBIT <o
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LEAD

- WEAREVERY
/| serious aBout
(7Y WHAT WE DO,
/| BUTWE LIKE T0
—— HAVEALOT OF
FUN DOING IT




MISCELLANEQUS
T TRAVEL SKETCHES

]|
What you hear you forget, what you see you

remember, what you draw you understana.
Chinese proverb

Villa Savoye- Frank Lloyd Wright Home- SR ropolis-
Poissey, France Oak Park, IL Athens, Greece

Mike has traveled extensively to study architecture in Europe,
Japan, and the United States. He believes in learning from the
past masters, but finds the cultural experiences the most fulfilling.
He has kept extensive journals of writings and sketches such as
those shown here.

The Pantheon-
Rome, Italy

Temple of Apollo- Barcelona Pavillion-
Naxos, Greece Barcelona, Spain

2w 19a - mmbmm{igmgymr«/_ﬁ

N ! \ \\. e
Eiffel Tower-
Mykonos, Greece Paris, France Paris, France Stockholm, Sweden

Little Venice- Woodland Cemetery- )
Jewish Museum-

Berlin, Germany

& E AL - :
Gateway Churcﬁ-Mykonos, Greece Guggenheim Museum-Bilbao, Spain Guggenheim Museum-Bilbao, Spain Partheon Corner Detail-Athens, Greece "

Temple of Apollo-Ancient Corinth, Greece Fishing Boat-Paros, Greece
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Coffee with
an Architect

featuring
Mike Del Gatto, AIA Thursd

June 27th

rchitect Michael Del Gatto
credits much of his success to
is mentors.

“I believe my success is because of
the mentors I've had,”he said.“I met
Rick (Sellers) and Steve (Carpenter),
the two founders of the firm (Carpen-
ter Sellers) at a function when I was
in school at (the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas). They were the cool firm
everyone wanted to work for.”

He started working for the firm
in 2000 as an intern. Since then he
earned his Nevada architectural
license and has worked his way up to
his current position.

Del Gatto said he now has an inter-
est in mentoring others and in giving
back to the community. He is a mem-
ber of the board of directors for the
Las Vegas Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects and is a board
member of Boys Hope Girls Hope.
He was also honored with the 2006

ay
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SIX QUESTIONS FOR

Mike Del Gatto

PARTNER, PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT, CARPENTER SELLERS ASSOCIATES
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esntoyo maing
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Region. Tas Vegas for  Has LasVegas changedachtecturaly
Seven yars The relty s inyourWetime?

Tremendously. Theres more

the impact, s what the _ instead & deser palete o

Michael Del Gatto
Principal

CARPENTER SELLERS ARCHITECTS
Age: 52

AIA Nevada Young Architect Citation
award.

He said because he has benefited
from good mentorship, it’s now his
responsibility to mentor others.

“I think we all have a strong respon-
sibility to give back ten-fold to what
we’ve received,”he said.

Del Gatto has bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in architecture
from UNLV. He is licensed to practice
architecture in Nevada, Florida and
California.

But, he said he enjoys working in
Las Vegas most.

“I enjoy designing projects here be-
cause it’s the community I grew up in
and the community I live in,”he said.
“You have the opportunity to shape
your community, which is a lot more
special than doing something some-
where else.”

—AR.

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY

ANDRE AGASSI

Vintage Books
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UNLV Hospitality Hall

Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects

O PEN

as the ones in the city’s finest hotels. Best of all, the place is still freshly
painted and pristine, just as sparkling as it was on opening day. Students,
parents, the neighborhood, everyone respects the school because every-
one owns it. The area hasn’t completely rebounded since we arrived.
While I was giving a tour recently, someone was shot across the street.
And yet in eight years not one window has been broken, not one wall has
been sprayed with graffiti.

Everywhere you look are little touches, subtle details that signify this
school is different, this place is about excellence, through and through.
On the front window is etched one large word, our unofficial school
motto: BELIEVE. Every classroom is flooded with soft natural daylight.
Indirect, southern, bounced from skylights to high-tech reflectors, it’s a
diffuse glow that’s ideal for reading and concentrating. Teachers never
need to flick a light switch, which saves energy and money, but also
spares students the headaches and general gloom caused by standard flu-
orescents, which I remember all too well.

Our grounds are designed like a college campus, with intimate quads
and welcoming common areas. The walls are stone—muted purple and
pale salmon quartzite from local quarries—and the walkways are lined
with delicate plum trees, leading to one beautiful holly oak, a symbolic
Tree of Hope, which we planted even before the groundbreaking. First
things first, our architects figured, so they planted the Tree of Hope, then
asked construction workers to keep the tree watered and lighted while
they built the school around it.

The land on which the school sits is narrow, only eight acres, but the
lack of space actually suited the architects’ overall scheme. They wanted
the flow of the campus to symbolize a short, serpentine journey. Like life.
‘Wherever students stand, they can turn one way and see a glimpse of
where they’ve been, or turn the other and see a hint of where they’re
headed. Kindergarteners and elementary schoolers can gaze at the tall
high school buildings, waiting for them—though they can’t hear the
voices of the older kids. We don’t want to scare them. High schoolers can
glance back at the primary classrooms from which they set out—though
they can’t hear the high-pitched screaming on the playground. We don’t
want to disturb them.

The architects, local guys named Mike Del Gatto and Rob Gurdison,
threw themselves into this project. They spent months researching the
history of the neighborhood, examining charter schools throughout the
nation, experimenting with ideas. Then they stayed up night after night,
brainstorming around a ping-pong table in Mike’s basement. They built

381

the first cardboard-plywood model of the school on that ping-pong
table, unaware of any coincidence or irony.

Tt was their idea to have the buildings teach, to tell stories. We told
them the stories we wanted told. In the middle school we wanted enor-
mous photos of Martin Luther King Jr., Mahatma Gandhi, and, of
course, Mandela, with their inspirational words painted on raised glass
beneath their portraits. Since most of our students are African American,
we asked Mike and Rob to embed bricks of marbled glass in one wall,
depicting the Big Dipper, and to the right one single brick of glass, repre-
senting the North Star. The Big Dipper and the North Star were beacons
for runaway slaves, pointing them to freedom.

My small contribution to the aesthetics of the school: in the common
area of the high school building I wanted a gleaming black Steinway.
When I delivered the piano, all the students gathered around and I
shocked them by playing Lean on Me. What delighted me most was that
the students didn’t know who I was. And when their teachers told them,
they weren’t all that impressed.

I dreamed of a school with the fewest possible dry routines, a place
that fostered serendipity. A place where serendipity was the norm. And
it's happened. On any given day something cool is likely to happen at
Agassi Prep. President Bill Clinton might drop by and take a turn teach-
ing history. Shaquille O’Neal might be the substitute in physical edu-
cation. You might bump into Lance Armstrong walking the halls, or
Muhammad Ali wearing a visitor badge, shadow-boxing a freshman. You
might look up at any moment and see Janet Jackson or Elton John stand-
ing in the door of a classroom, or members of Earth, Wind & Fire audit-
ing. More serendipity: When we dedicate the gymnasium, the NBA
All-Star Game will be taking place in Vegas. We'll invite the rookie and
sophomore All-Stars to play their traditional pickup game on our floor—
the first game ever played at Agassi Prep. The kids will love that.

Our educators are the best, plain and simple. The goal in hiring them
was to find sharp, passionate, inspired men and women who were willing
to lay it on the line, to get personally involved. We ask one thing of every
teacher: to believe that every student can learn. It sounds like a painfully
obvious concept, self-evident, but nowadays it’s not.

Of course, because Agassi Prep has a longer day and a longer year
than other schools, our staff might earn less per hour than staffs else-
where. But they have more resources at their fingertips, and so they enjoy
greater freedom to excel and make a difference in children’s lives.

We thought it important that students wear uniforms. Tennis shirt
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‘What other volunteer programs

Making the Difference — Italian AMericans; i

Ttry to focus on local charities

Successful & Giving Back to the COMMUNItY  wen i ane g ariae

Michael A.

Del Gatto,

Foundation, Child Haven, UNLV.
School of Archiecture, ATA Las
Vegas High School Design Awards.
and the Keep the Memory Alive
programs.

Carpenter Sellers Architects vl

By Dawn MeLain

For some, success comes casily

tion Boards Mike i also a member
of the American Institute of Archi-
tects.
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Las Vegas

Let's take a moment out o get
to know more about this great Ital-
ian American.
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Sunday dinners Mot of our sy
include tons of pasta,old family
recipes and lots of love. My parents.
have guided me in the right dirce-
tion and instilled in me a strong
work ethic.

‘What does it mean to you to
be such a wonderful role model for
other, young Italians:

Tdon'treally think about that. I
just try to do things right as the role

Mike has been part of the local
y since 1991
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Who ¥
professional influence?
T mustsay T have been ex-
tremely fortunate o be surrounded
by many talented colleagues within,
and outside, the firms that  ha
worked for. Withouta doubt, [ owe
a great deal of gratitude to Steve
Carpenter and Rick Sellers who
have both mentored me since 1995,
ivited me o work for them in
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UNLV ALUMNI AWARDS

COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS
ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR

LANDINI and Associates, Ltd

Commercial and Personal Lines nsuance

What is the
LANDINI Advantage?

The LANDINI Advantage is over 150 years
combined Insurance experience.

The LANDINI Advantage s over 160 different
companies at our fingerps.
The LANDINI Advantage is that we are a
one stop Insurance agency.

. Commelclul Property & Casualty

. Employee Benefits
+ Work Comp
+ Personal Auto Home and Life

FAST PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

[ elondinicom |

4545 Spring Mountain Rd., Ste. 105, Las Vegas, NV 89102
(702) 368-2444

Michael Del Gatto earned a Bachelor's degree in Architecture from UNLV

in 1996 and a Master's degree in the same discipline in 1999. During his
graduate work, he studied abroad in ltaly and Greece. After establishing
himself professionally, Del Gatto received the American Institute of Architects
(AIA) Nevada Young Architect Citation in 2006 and the AIA Western Mountain
Region Young Architect Award in 2008.

He has been a principal of Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects since
2005. Some of his recognizable projects include: UNLV Hospitality Hall, the
Zappos headquarters, Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy, Parkdale
Community Center, Nevada State College Liberal Arts and Sciences Building,
along with nearly 400 projects for the University of Phoenix across the U.S.

As a leader of a reputable architectural firm, Del Gatto looks to his past
experiences with fellow principal, Rick Sellers, to guide how he nurture the
firm's young talent.

Since graduation, Del Gatto has remained involved with the UNLV School of
Architecture in an advisory capacily for curriculum, initiatives, accreditation
and a director search. He currently serves on the Architecture School
Committee for the AIA Nevada Chapter.

Tell us about a moment in your career or during your time as a
student when someone showed you unexpected kindness. How do
you pay it forward today?

While | was a student at UNLY, Rick Sellers agreed to be my mentor. We
fostered a relationship and he provided me with valuable guidance throughout
my formative years in the profession. A couple of years later, | accepted

a position with his company and in 2005 he gave me the opportunity to
become a partner. | take seriously my responsibility to pay his mentorship
forward with all of the students and young professionals | meet.
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Connecting to the
desert environment

Teak sandstone from India as used fo the Riverpoint Center in Phoeniz, AZ,
to cvoke its desert surroundings, while sill sustaining a corporate presence
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A Mentor Led to Building Big Things

College of Fine Arts Alumnus of the Year Michael Del Gatto helped bring
Hospitality Hall o life.

Michael Del Gatto helped work on the design of Hospitality Hell the Zappos headquarters and the Andre Agassi
College Preparatory Academy. (Josh Hawkins UNLV Creative Services)

How Hospitality
Can Improve the
Patient Expenence
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Hospitable
Healthcare

Just What the Patient Ordered!

STOWE SHOEMAKER, Ph.D.
PETER YESAWICH, Ph.D.
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UNLV Hospitality Hall

ARCHITECTURAL WORK

Location
Las Vegas, Nevada

Certifications
LEED Silver Certified

Size
106,912 SF

Awards

AIA Nevada Citation Award, Built Category, 2018

AIA Nevada Citation Award, Unbuilt, 2016

NAIOP Southern Nevada, Special Use, Honor Award, 2019

WWCCA Walt Pruter Project of the Year, 2019

ENR Southwest Best Projects Higher Education/Research, Merit
Award, 2018

Green Alliance, The Green Award: Community Green Building Legacy
Award, 2018
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The UNLV William F. Harrah College of Hospitality program is regarded as the premier program
of its type anywhere in the world today. UNLV hired CSD to design the new 106,912 square-foot
Hospitality Hall building to reflect this highly elevated stature. The building embraces its hospitality
roots and blends them with the rigors of an academic program. The inner atrium, lower plazas,
upper balconies, and roof top gardens provide students and faculty alike with opportunities
for daily serendipitous encounters. It also provides places to study as groups or individually,
to entertain or to just relax. The interior of the building includes classrooms, a computer lab,
a teaching kitchen, a café, professional golf management program simulation labs, learning
studios, specialty classrooms, offices, and administration areas. The exterior exudes a sense of
permanence, individuality, and presence with the use of stone, steel, and glass on a campus of
eclectic styles. It responds to its place, program, and climate. Natural daylight abounds, exterior
plazas are shaded by trees and entry and roof canopies shade from the harsh desert sun on the
upper terraces overlooking the Las Vegas Strip which symbolizes a building goal of reflecting that
it is for the industry and by the industry.
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I we know we hired the right Architect because we
were able to see what happens when it is not about
Jjust doing what you have to do to get paid, but
passion taking over.

Chris Chimits
Deputy Director
Nevada State Public Works Board




It has been an absolute pleasure working with Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects (CSD) on =
Hospitality Hall - the new building for the William F Harrah College of Hotel Administration at :
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Their strength is they recognize how a building's design
and layout impacts the customer experience. With Hospitality Hall, CSD has capiured the
essence of hospitality and created a space that will facilitate student learning. ’ ’

~ Stowe Shoemaker, PhD, Dean, William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration at UNLV
Michael D. Rose Distinguished Chair, and Lincy Professor




Nevada State University Glenn & Ande ARCHITECTURAL WORK

Christenson School of Education

Location
Henderson, NV

Size
67,260 SF

Awards

AIA Nevada, Honor Award, Built, 2021

ENR Southwest Best Projects, Merit Award,
2021

The 2-story, 67,260-square-foot Nevada State
University Christenson Education Building is the
fourth building on the fast-growing campus in m
Henderson, Nevada. It was designed to fit into . F

the desert landscape and enhance the natural o LI ‘m‘;‘i“‘”“ ‘ ]m” ‘
surroundings. ‘ il WAL HH\H‘H ‘
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The design team worked through an intense B ﬁ_

programming effort to identify the dean’s mission
and vision for this building, as well as the program
needs and requirements, particularly for the unique
programmatic elements of an early childhood center
and speech pathology clinic.

The space includes classrooms, hands-on learning

spaces, speech-language pathology labs and therapy,
faculty offices, collaboration space, and an Early |
Childhood Development Center. e

PARADISE HILLS DR

The design utilizes color and light to create an e
environment welcoming to small children and college
students. Vertical bi-fold glass creates indoor and
outdoor classroom spaces, allowing the playground
to become an extension of each classroom. The
building program also includes a state-of-the-art
preschool with an innovative educational environment
to train new preschool teachers to help alleviate a - :
critical teacher shortage in Nevada. L-sqf--msg:gﬁ B i---a-f-‘M-EmM ,,B‘
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ANDRE AGASSI COLLEGE PREPARATORY ARCHITECTURAL WORK

ACADEMY

Location
Las Vegas, NV

Size

96,513 sf - middle school
3,827 sf - kindergarten
78,850 sf - high school

Awards

2004 AlA Nevada Citation Award

2006 AIA Nevada Honorable Mention (un-built)
2008 AlIA Nevada Honor Award

2004 CEFPI Southwest Region Monarch Award
2004 SW Contractor Best Educational Project k-12
2006 SW Contractor Best of Nevada k-12 project
2007 Southwest Gontractor best k-12 project

This design-build project consisted of master planning and designing the new campus for the Andre Agassi College Preparatory Academy. Our goal was to develop an overall
vision and masterplan for the school, which ultimately houses grades k-12. There were several challenges facing this project. The site is small for the required elements, separate
facilities for k - 5, 6-8, 9-12, a gymnasium, and separate outdoor play areas to be located on 7.8 acres. There were budget constraints, a very strict schedule and responsibilities
associated with working for a non-profit organization. The masterplan took into consideration the existing facility in order to create a cohesive campus experience.

Phase 2 opened for the new school year in 2003 and includes the 26,203 sf middle school, the 27,229 sf 2-story multipurpose/music room, new administrative offices, a cafeteria,
central plant and a 3,081 sf addition to the existing elementary school. The central plant was completed with this phase allowing for additional equipment such as boilers and chillers
to be added as phases are built. This phase was designed to include the latest technology in computing, fiber optics, telecommunications, distant learning, video conferencing,
security, acoustics and daylighting strategies.

CSD was called upon in December, 2004 to fast track the design of the Kindergarten space for the 2005-2006 school year. With an accelerated design and construction schedule,
CSD conducted intense, design meetings with the elementary principal and teachers to meet their goals and wish list and to expedite the programming process. Our design intent
for the Kindergarten was to be more free and fun; less structured.

The High School is built adjacent to and on the existing phase Il Middle School. The middle school was structurally designed to allow a portion of the High School to be built over
it. The transition between the Middle and High Schools is the Art and Science Area. This area is used by both the High School and Middle School Students. A portion of this space
was built as part of phase Il and Phase IlIB completes the area with the addition of two additional science labs, a wood and metal shop, an art studio and an expansion of the
existing art gallery. The main interior social space is the High School Commons. This sculptural shape is the terminus for the mall and is designed to allow the entire HS Student
body to assemble for a meeting each morning. Throughout the day the space is intended to be a meeting place and social gathering area for students.



‘ ‘ In choosing CSD for the school that bears my name and is the most important work of my.life, it came dowi / believed we were doing
more than building a school, we were entrusting a firm to create an environment of excellence, a culture
the tangibles in their portfolio and the intangibles in their character and values. The principals at CSD

They have exceeded our best hopes and our highest standards i:)&';vys that are immeasurable.

\
o







University of Phoenix Riverpoint Center ARCHITECTURAL WORK

Location Awards(continued)
Phoenix, AZ NAIOP AZ Build-to-Suit Project of the Year, 2008
Pre-Cast Concrete Institute Best Highrise Building, 2008

Size
37-acre campus, 660,000 SF This 37-acre campus consists of three office buildings; two 6-story buildings and one 10-story building with two parking
garages and surface parking totaling 4,600 parking spaces. The overall design concepts pay tribute to the region while
Awards showcasing the Apollo Group as a corporation designed to meet the needs of the future and one that is a model for 21st
AIA NV Merit Award, 2007 century education. The University of Phoenix on-line campus and corporate headquarters building design was meant
North American Copper in Architecture Award, to be uniquely regional in the response to the desert southwest incorporating natural materials of stone, copper, glass,
2011 concrete and steel. The goal was to control the sun and maximize the daylight back into the 3 buildings. The buildings were
Valley Forward Environmental Excellence Merit elongated along the east/west axis maximizing the north and south exposures, providing natural daylight into the open
Award (AZ), 2008 office spaces to help reduce energy consumption and provide for a healthier work environment. Each building fagade was
Southwest Contractor AZ - Best Office Project, designed to respond to its own exposure: shading on the west and east side is provided by narrow, deep set windows;
2008 horizontal metal shade fins were utilized on the southern exposure to control the harsh southern light. An under floor air
distribution system was utilized to allow for better environmental control of each work space while reducing energy costs.
Indirect lighting was utilized throughout the open office system creating a better working environment.
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CLARK COUNTY PARKDALE ARCHITECTURAL WORK
COMMUNITY CENTER

Location Size Awards
Las Vegas, Nevada 11,900 sf 2016 AIA Nevada Merit Award, Built Category
2017 NAIOP Nevada Merit Award

2016 NAIOP Nevada Merit Award

2016 ENR SW Best Projects 2016 Merit Award

Certifications
LEED Silver




_CLARKCOUNTYPARKDALE  ARCHITECTURAL WORK _
COMMUNITY CENTER

‘ ‘ Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects (CSD) approach to the
design and building process of the Parkdale Community Center
resulted into a positive transformation of one of Las Vegas’
low-income neighborhoods, advancing hope and optimism to
the community. This center is an inspiring example of how an
American neighborhood can have a “second chance” ’ '
Cesar Ceballos,

AlA Clark County Real Property Management
Client Representative
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CLARK COUNTY PARKDALE ARCHITECTURAL WORK
COMMUNITY CENTER

The Clark County Parkdale Community Center project consists of a new 11,907 square foot recreational building which includes a multipurpose/classroom, office space, half-
gymnasium, exercise rooms, game room, storage rooms, and restrooms. Features include daylight harvesting techniques using glazing strategically placed (lowering power
consumption), an Energy Management System, vertical sectional doors inside and out, translucent glazing around fitness area, and bringing the outside environment in and the inside
environment out for a seamless flow for flexibility for Park functions. The flat roof is structurally designed for future photovoltaic panels over a white “cool roof” that is highly insulated.
The new addition is safe, flexible, functional, maintainable, respectful to the environment and responsive to the evolving needs of Parkdale Community in East Las Vegas.



CITY OF HENDERSON SENIOR CENTER | ARCHITECTURAL WORK

Location
Henderson, NV

Size
29,350 sf

Awards

2012 NAIOP NV Sustainable Impact Award
2012 NAIOP NV Community Impact Award
2011 BOMA NV Toby Award - Earth Award
2010 Southwest Contractor Honorable
Mention - Government Building

Certifications
LEED Gold Certified

“A building that sits lightly on the land” is how
the City of Henderson described their vision |
of the new Senior Center. This statement is |
the driving force behind the design of the
single-story facility. We worked closely with
the City of Henderson and the Senior Center
Design Committee to analyze sites, program
and design the new Senior Center to create
a facility that sits lightly on the land both
aesthetically and environmentally. The facility
houses a kitchen, dining area, wellness center,
crafts rooms, game room, fitness/weight
rooms, multipurpose room, conference
rooms, movie room and admin spaces. CSD
also provided interior design and FFE selection.

Pervious concrete, 25% of the site drains to the pervious pavement areas

Shared geothermal field with adjacent aquatics center, estimated will exceed ASHRE90.1 by 30%
Water wise desert plants were used for landscaping to reduce landscaping water needs by 50%
87% of the building is naturally day-lit

Low VOC flooring, paint, adhesives and sealants

‘ ‘ This project set a new bar for the City’s recreation buildings through its pioneering design and green aspects seen
throughout the facility. ' ’

- Mark F. Hobaica, AIA, DBIA
(City of Henderson, Public Works Deputy Director/City Architect










Nevada State Public Works Division, ARCHITECTURAL WORK

North Las Vegas, Veteran’s Home
h%??r:lﬁgs Vegas, NV —— E

Size
163,000 SF

The North Las Vegas Veterans Home redefines
long-term care with a 128-bed, single story
building designed to foster community,
comfort, and dignity utilizing the Small House
Model Guidelines. The facility is organized into
households, neighborhoods, and a central
town center, creating a familiar, home-like
environment that enhances social interaction
and well-being.

The design balances functional efficiency

with a strong sense of place, utilizing clear
spatial organization and intuitive circulation

to support both residents and staff. Proximity
between living, social, and care spaces
minimizes travel distances, ensuring seamless
transitions between public, semi-private, and
private zones while maintaining a welcoming
atmosphere.

Interior spaces are carefully scaled and
proportioned to provide a sense of familiarity
and comfort, while exterior connections

are reinforced through strategic courtyard
placements and shaded outdoor environments.
Developed in partnership for the Nevada
Department of Veterans Services and

Nevada State Public Works Division, the
North Las Vegas Veterans Home sets a

new benchmark in veteran care, integrating
thoughtful healthcare design with an approach
that prioritizes well-being, functionality, and
adaptability.






‘ ‘A project of profound importance to our state and to
those who have served our nation. This faci lity tran-
scends traditional institutional design, creating inst i
a space that is both dignified and deeply personal. ?

- Col. Mery Devine (Ret)
Director
Nevada Department of Veterans Services
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

UNLV

October 4, 2025
RE: AIA NV Silver Medal

Dear AIA Nevada Awards Committee —

It is my pleasure to write this letter of support for Michael Del Gatto, AIA, candidate for the Nevada Silver Medal. I
have been a UNLV School of Architecture faculty member since 2006. Mr. Del Gatto had graduated seven years
before my arrival, and he had already established himself as a leader in the design community. Decades ago,
colleagues that had the opportunity to teach Mike shared with me that he was one to watch... sincere, steadfast, and
smart beyond his years.

They were so right. Students, faculty, and staff have enjoyed seeing the evolution of one of our finest graduates go
from academic standout to architect of highest regard. Even entering his freshman year at UNLV having won the
AIA High School Design Challenge, Mike demonstrated mature focus. In his earlier years of practice, Mike earned
the trust of others in the profession to take on greater responsibilities and steer challenging projects. As he navigated
professional work he simultaneously dedicated time to supporting the next generation of architects. Mike was one
of six firm principals that ushered in the profession’s support for UNLV’s Hospitality Design (HD) Concentration.
While faculty like myself have led the HD Studio academically, we have known from its inception that the greatest
learning opportunities would come from experts in practice sharing their professional insights with students.
Michael has given his time on studio design reviews, guest speaking in seminars, and has set a positive example for
his peers and the next generation of architects to give back. Mike has funded a student travel award for many years.
Noting the importance of his own study abroad opportunities, he has sought to reinforce the value of experiencing
different cultures as a critical part of becoming a more hospitable designer.

Mr. Del Gatto often speaks of the important role his mentors have played in his career and life in general.
Recognizing the essential responsibility of mentorship in the profession, Mike has been one of the most dedicated
participants of the School of Architecture Career & Internship Fair. I have organized this event every year for the
past fifteen years, and Mike’s presence has been in every single one. He and his colleagues from Carpenter Sellers
Del Gatto Architects dutifully reserve their table, generously support with their free will donations, set up incredible
booths, and talk with eager students seeking some of their first employment opportunities in their chosen field.
Mike not only reviews their resumes and portfolios on the spot; he shares advice and stories that make the freshman
and sophomores feel a little less nervous about approaching the next table. He speaks with juniors, seniors and
graduate students in a way that brings focus to their career options. Most importantly, for me and for future
students, Mike candidly gives me his assessment of the dozens or even hundreds of students he sees in a way that
acknowledges where they seem to have strengths and how weaknesses might be addressed for the opportunity to
continually improve the prospects of our architecture graduates.

In 2018, it was incredible to witness Michael Del Gatto named the UNLV College of Fine Arts Alumnus of the
Year. I wrote in support then, and I can only multiply my support now. During the 2019 AIA National Convention
held here in Las Vegas, I gave tours of Hospitality Hall, which Michael and his team designed, to countless
architects from across the country, and they were as impressed as we are. His work continues to transform the
community and the campus. Thus, I whole heartedly recommend Michael Del Gatto, AIA be considered for the
AIA Nevada Silver Medal. Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

kg

Glenn NP Nowak Ph.D., AIA, NCARB

Associate Professor

Hospitality Design (HD) Concentration Coordinator & Architect Licensing Advisor
UNLYV Sports Innovation Institute Affiliate

UNLYV School of Architecture

702-885-7262 mobile*

glenn.nowak@unlv.edu
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT

October 1, 2025

AIA Nevada Service Awards Jury
c/o AIA Nevada

Dear Members of the Service Awards Jury,

Itis my honor to recommend Mike Del Gatto, AIA, LEED AP for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal. Over more than ”IM!I"H
a decade of mentorship, | have seen firsthand the profound impact Mike has had not only on my own career Jilll
but also on the profession of architecture in Nevada.

| first met Mike in 2012 as a freshman at the UNLV School of Architecture. Through his own initiative, he
reached out to me, at the time an unknown student to him, after meeting my father on a public project. From
our first conversation, Mike treated me with encouragement and respect, setting the tone for what has
become a 13-year relationship of mentorship and support.

Throughout my education and career, Mike has been a steady guide. As a student, he offered practical
advice that helped me navigate both my studies and early adult life. He reinforced the value of completing
my architecture degrees, reminding me that such achievements are lasting. He also personally toured me
through several of his firm’s ambitious projects, including the UNLV William F. Harrah College of Hospitality,
which revealed both the aspirational and technical realities of practice. Following my graduation, he became
a strong advocate for licensure and later encouraged me to pursue my dream of founding my own firm. His
confidence in me gave me the conviction I needed to launch Skyterra in 2021.

What makes Mike’s mentorship remarkable is his consistency. He has always made the effort to stay in
contact, inviting me to lunch simply to hear about my life. His guidance extends beyond professional matters
to family, community, and the essentials of living a meaningful life. In doing so, he has modeled for me what it
means to not only be a successful architect but also a person who invests in others with generosity and
care.

Mike’s mentorship has shaped my career path and now inspires me to offer the same support to young
architects. This lasting influence embodies the spirit of the Silver Medal criteria: his contributions uplift the
profession, ook to the future, and demonstrate a rare commitment to fostering growth in others.

For these reasons, | wholeheartedly recommmend Mike Del Gatto for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal. His service,
mentorship, and enduring contributions to the profession have left a profound and lasting mark on
architecture in our state.

Sincerely,

Logan Ziegler, AIA, LFA
Principal & Founder

SKYTERRA




LETTERS OF SUPPORT

GRANT A GIFT. AUTISM FOUNDATION

|
B ACKERMAN CENTER

Alliance with UNLY Health

September 26, 2025
AlA Nevada Service Awards

Re: Nomination of Mike Del Gatto, AlA, for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal

To the Members of AlA,

It’s my privilege to recommend Mike Del Gatto, AlA, for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal. As CEO of Grant a
Gift Autism Foundation — Ackerman Center, a Nevada nonprofit serving families affected by autism and
other neurodevelopmental conditions, I've partnered with Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto (CSD) on
community initiatives and have seen Mike’s leadership, integrity, and impact firsthand.

Mike pairs design excellence with practicality—aligning vision, budget, and long-term stewardship. He
mentors emerging professionals, earns trust with civic and private partners, and convenes cross-
disciplinary teams that move projects—and communities—forward.

Just as notably, Mike shows up for Nevada outside the fee curve. Under his leadership, CSD has provided
philanthropic support and pro-bono guidance to mission-driven organizations, including ours. His early
planning insight—clear options, cost realism, and a respectful, human-centered process—helped us
unlock resources and deliver better outcomes for the children and families we serve. CSD also sponsors
events, volunteers time, and quietly rallies peers to give—without fanfare, with real impact.

Measured against the Silver Medal criteria, Mike has: positively affected the profession through
exemplary practice and mentorship; influenced its direction with community-anchored design;
connected people and ideas across specialties to produce durable results; and earned broad respect for
the quality of his work and his service.

Mike Del Gatto makes the work—and the people around him—better. | offer my strongest endorsement
of his nomination.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Brean Wafm

Brian Hager, CMPE

President & CEO

Grant a Gift Autism Foundation
Ackerman Center
bhager@grantagift.com
702-844-4579




LETTERS OF SUPPORT

-

ARCHITECTS
September 30, 2025

AIA Nevada Service Awards Jury

Dear Members of the Jury,

It is my honor to provide this letter of support for Mr. Mike Del Gatto in consideration for the AIA
Nevada Silver Medal. Over the years, | have had the privilege of working closely with Mike, and |
can attest to the depth of talent, integrity, and leadership that he brings to the practice of
architecture.

Mike has consistently distinguished himself as one of the most respected architects in Nevada
and the broader region. The many design awards earned by Mike and his firm which include
multiple NAIOP Southern Nevada Honor Awards, City of Las Vegas Mayor’s Urban design award
and many AIA Nevada awards. Mike and his firm are a testament to the exceptional quality of
work that he leads and delivers—work that not only elevates the profession but also enhances
the communities it serves.

Melvin Green

Principal ) . .
In our collaborations on projects which include, The Las Vegas Convention Center West Hall

Expansion & CSN Westside Training Center, | have always valued Mike’s sense of fairness and
Emanuele Arguelles advocacy. On more than one occasion, he has spoken up to ensure equity and balance in
Principal circumstances where it would have been easier to remain silent. This unwavering commitment to
principle reflects the character and professionalism that define Mike Del Gatto.

Beyond his professional achievements, Mike devotes his time and energy to the community,
from volunteering in youth programs such as Little League baseball to mentoring peers and
emerging professionals. This spirit of service, paired with a genuine respect for colleagues, has
earned him admiration across firms and generations of practitioners.

In every way, Mr. Mike Del Gatto exemplifies the ideals of the AIA Nevada Silver Medal. | cannot
think of a more deserving recipient, and | wholeheartedly recommend him for this honor.

Sincerely,

Emanuele Arguelles
Principal, KME Architects Principal, KME Architects

architecture
5195s. durango drive |[suite 103 | las vegas nevada 89113 sustainable design
07028882088 |f 7028882089 | www.kmearchitects.com masterplanning




LETTERS OF SUPPORT

7150 Cascade Valley Ct.
Las Vegas, NV 89128
T 702.794.0550
F 702.794.0953

2025 AIA Nevada Services Awards Jury
c/o AlA Las Vegas

1131 S. Casino Center Blvd.

Las Vegas, Nevada 89104

Re: AIA Nevada Silver Metal - Letter of Support for Mr. Mike Del Gatto, AIA

Dear 2025 AIA Nevada Services Awards Jury,

| have had the distinct privilege of working closely with Mr. Mike Del Gatto and his team at Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto Architects (CSD) over the past
20+ years and it gives me great pleasure to write this letter of support on his behalf in consideration of his nomination for the 2025 AIA Nevada Silver
Metal Award.

Mike Del Gatto is someone whom | have gained the highest respect throughout my 35 year career in Nevada. The quality of architecture he leads is
amongst the best in the state and truly throughout the southwest. He continues to harvest leading-edge design that always pushes the limits of
creativity and embraces the environmental and sustainable aspects that our harsh climate demands. Our relationship flourished while | was City
Architect for Henderson in 2009, when he and his team designed the award-winning Heritage Park Senior Facility, which received a LEED Gold
Certification. This project set a new bar for the City’s recreation buildings through its pioneering design and green aspects seen throughout the facility.
In 2017, Mike and his team lead the design of Fire Station 91, built by CORE, in the fast-growing west Henderson region of the city. This three-bay
firehouse became the City’s prototype while also receiving a LEED Gold Certification. In 2018 it was recognized by the Nevada Chapter of the American
Public Works Association as “Project of the Year” and was also the recipient for an “Honor Design” Award by AIA Nevada. Using this prototype, CSD
went on to design three more Henderson fire stations, two of those with CORE as the contractor: Fire Station 85 (completed in 2020), and the recent
grand opening this past summer for Fire Station 92. This new station encompasses four bays and houses up to 14 first responders and once again the
station design was honored, this time by Engineering New Record southwest with an “Award of Merit”. This repetative quality work is a testament
to his leadership and innate ability to build long-lasting and trusting relationships with his clients and contractors.

Today, | have the privilege of working with Mike and his talented team on numerous community-focused projects, including two public middle school
replacements in two very mature and diverse Las Vegas neighborhoods. Additionally, we are currently collaborating in the preconstruction phase on
the State of Nevada Veterans Home in North Las Vegas, which will soon honor and serve our Nevada heroes. Finally, we are partnered and under
construction together on a new Boys and Girls Club for an underserved northeast sector of our city. Projects such as these clearly show his
commitment to not only serving the community, but ensuring its growth embraces all who call Las Vegas home.

During my nearly 10 years of service on the AIA Las Vegas Board, there was never a year that CSD was not represented at the table. During that time
Mike served alongside with me for two of those years as a Director and over the most recent decade his employees have served in the capacity of
president, treasurer, director, legislative affairs leader, long range planning chair and they continue to serve on the board today with Jeffrey
Sarmiento, AlA, serving as a director. Leading by example, he clearly promotes the profession and the importance of his firms involvement in American
Institute of Architects. His commitment and involvement to our greater Las Vegas community also includes volunteer work for the Boys Hope-Girls
Hope, Scouting America, UNLV School of Architecture, UNLV Alumni Foundation, NAIOP of Southern Nevada, Association for Learning Environments,
USGBC, Las Vegas High School Design Competition, CANstruction, Intrepid Fallen Hero's, Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation, ACE Mentor
Program, St. Baldrick’s Foundation, Women in Architecture AIA Symposium, Andre Agassi Preparatory Academy, Multiple Sclerosis, and Muscular
Dystrophy Association, just to name a few. He’s somehow also found time to volunteer for Little League Baseball, Youth Flag Football, Youth
Basketball, and the American Youth Soccer Organization.

Simply put, and most notable of all, Mike is a creative and polished father, husband, and seasoned architect who makes the business of architecture
purposeful. He loves to combine the seriousness of design with the fun of imagination. All of these beautiful traits are thankfully being passed down
to each generation fortunate enough to work for him and CSD. Therefore, | can think of no one person more deserving of this year's AIA Nevada
Silver Metal. | can be reached at 702-232-1904 for further comment regarding Mr. Del Gatto.

Sincerely,

Z7

Mark F.‘Hobaica, AIA, DBIA

Executive Vice President - CORE Construction

(City of Henderson, Public Works Deputy Director/City Architect 2002-2018)

(AIA Las Vegas Past-President 2009, President 2008, Director 2001-2007)

(Nevada Contractors Association / AGC, Executive Board Director 2024, President-Elect 2025)




JOE LOMBARDO
Governor

STATE OF NEVADA
NEVADA DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS SERVICES
9400 Gateway Drive, Suite A
Reno, Nevada 89509
(775) 688 1653 «» (775) 688-1656

October 1, 2025

AIA Nevada Service Awards Jury
American Institute of Architects, Nevada Chapter

Dear Members of the Jury,

It is my honor to submit this letter of reference on behalf of Mr. Mike Del Gatto, who has been
nominated for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal. This distinction is the highest honor bestowed by the
AIA Nevada Chapter and it truly reflects the caliber of Mr. Del Gatto’s lifelong contributions to the
field of architecture and his enduring impact in our community and great State.

Mr. Del Gatto is currently leading the design of the new Nevada State Veterans Home in North Las
Vegas, a project of profound importance to our state and to those who have served our nation. His
vision for this facility transcends traditional institutional design, creating instead a space that is both
dignified and deeply personal. The entrance alone, with its thoughtful use of marble and sense of
grandeur, instills reverence and awe recalling the solemnity of our nation’s great institutions such as
the Pentagon. At the same time, the Home is carefully crafted to feel welcoming and residential,
ensuring veterans will be proud to call the new facility their home.

What sets Mr. Del Gatto apart is his extraordinary ability to listen and translate the aspirations of the
Nevada Department of Veterans Services into a building that is not only functional, but also a work
of art. His design honors the past while serving the present and future needs of veterans. In doing
so, he elevates architecture beyond utility, demonstrating how design can embody gratitude,
respect, and healing.

The Silver Medal criteria speak directly to his legacy in which Mr. Del Gatto has influenced the
direction of the profession by bridging artistry and service, creating connections between the

architectural community and those it serves. His work is widely recognized for its quality and

innovation, and his leadership continues to shape the future of architecture in Nevada.

For these reasons, I strongly and without reservation support Mr. Del Gatto’s nomination for the AIA
Nevada Silver Medal. His contributions represent the very best of the profession and his work on the
new State Veterans Home will stand as a lasting testament to the power of architecture to honor,
inspire, and transform.

Respectfully,

Col. M;i Devine (Ret)

Director
Nevada Department of Veterans Services

LETTERS OF SUPPORT
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HARRAH COLLEGE

UNLV |88

UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA, LAS VEGAS

i

AIA Nevada Silver Medal Selection Committee

It is with great pleasure that | write this letter of recommendation for Michael Del Gatto from Carpenter Sellers and Del Gatto who is
nominated for the AIA Nevada Silver Medal Award. | know Michael quite well, as he was a driving force behind the design,
development, and building of Hospitality Hall — the academic home of the William F. Harrah College of Hospitality at the University
of Nevada, Las Vegas.

Michael led the team from CSD that turned the vision for Hospitality Hall into reality. Visitors are now able to enjoy an academic
home that captures the essence of hospitality by providing the following:

e A space that naturally pulls one in — (e.g., the beautiful hardwood staircase in the lobby connecting the first and second
floors);

e A space that leads to natural social “collisions” (e.g., throughout the building there are “nooks and crannies” where people
can meet and huddle);

e A space that invites guests to be part of the experience (e.g., an open kitchen that is visible through large windows);

e A building that protects the environment (e.g., the building is Leed Certified — Silver).

As the flagship building on campus, Hospitality Hall is highly visible and used frequently for annual campus events (including those
organized by the President of UNLV). Federal, state, and local dignitaries have used Hospitality Hall for events — including President
Biden during his presidency. High-ranking industry professionals and alumni regularly engage in community events and student
activities in the building.

Since Michael was leading the project, we spent a lot of time together. | was a very involved client and asked many questions and of
course asked for additions that were unaffordable. Michael was amazing at determining ways to “value engineer” without losing the
philosophy of the building. As the dean of the college, | was responsible for raising this money. The full $30,000,000 was raised and
Hospitality Hall opened in 2018. The “mortgage” was retired in 2019.

The reason we were able to meet our fundraising goals was simple. The architectural design of the building was so stunning that
nearly everyone wanted to be part of it. Enthusiasm for the building and what it represented enabled me to raise an additional of
$11,000,000 for program support. The beauty of Hospitality Hall continues to convince visitors that the College deserves community.

The building won numerous awards including AIA Nevada Citation Award Built Category, ENR Southwest Best Projects Merit Award,
Higher Education/Research, and Green Alliance - The Green Award and Community Green Building Legacy Award.

Hospitality Hall is exemplary of Michael’s skills as an architect. It enabled Mike to earn the contract to build the new business school
at UNLV as well as other projects in Nevada — many which received awards.

These are the reasons | am so enthusiastic about writing this letter. 1 am sure that the committee will be receiving many
nominations, | believe no other nominees will be as deserving as Michael Del Gatto. Please feel free to reach out if further
information is needed.

Sincerely, I
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Stowe Shoemaker, PhD
Professor — former dean (2013-2023)
stowe.shoemaker@unlv.edu Mobile: 702-858-0080
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