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Wellbe Bartsma AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C  |  Biography

Wellbe Bartsma is a licensed architect and project designer at Gensler’s Las Vegas office with experience in a 
variety of project types: hospitality, office buildings, workplace, retail, education, mixed-use, residential, and 
urban design. Wellbe has worked with many Gensler offices. This has allowed him to advance his knowledge 
of building design in different markets as well as more technical skills of building in different climates. He is 
an instrumental part of the design team from the initial visualization process through construction. As a core 
member of the team, Wellbe is heavily involved in client meetings, presentations, as well as holding client 
relationships.

Growing up in rural Washington state, Wellbe was raised on a farm, miles outside of the nearest town.   
Knowing he wanted to be an architect from an early age, he has always had a wanderlust to travel to any city 
and explore. He attended Washington State University and obtained a Bachelor of Science in Architectural 
Studies with a Minor in Construction Management in May of 2011. With a strong passion for urban design 
and tall buildings, he moved to Chicago and obtained his Master of Architecture from Illinois Institute of 
Technology in May of 2013. During his graduate program, he studied diligently under Professor Peter Land on 
wide-span and tall-building design, with an emphasis on wind’s effects on building shape and how buildings 
can be oriented and shaped to harness the wind’s energy. 

Following his graduation from IIT, Wellbe moved to Las Vegas to pursue his career and interest in hospitality 
design.  He started working as an Architectural Project Coordinator for Steelman Partners, through 2017.  
Following Steelman Partners, he moved on to Gensler’s Las Vegas office as a Technical Designer.  In Fall of 
2019 he was promoted to an Associate at Gensler which gave him vision into leadership discussions and 
brought mentorship opportunities to junior designers.

Wellbe passed all his Architecture Registration Exams and became a Registered Architect in the state of 
Nevada in June 2019, also holding his NCARB certificate.  He is passionate about sustainability in the built 
environment and has worked as part of the Gensler Cities Climate Challenge (GC3), an initiative whose goal 
is to eliminate all net emissions associated with Gensler’s work by 2030.  He strives to make more of an      
environmental impact in his work and obtained his LEED AP BD+C accreditation in July of 2020.

During his time at Gensler, he volunteered to chair the gFit committee, devoted to promoting health and 
wellbeing in and around the workplace.  This included planning Wellbeing Awareness Week, focused on 
events and education: encouraging taking walking breaks, eating healthy, connecting with the outdoors,      
ergonomics in the workplace, etc.  He has grown into a leader at Gensler, helping lead the offices recruitment 
and hiring endeavors, as well as leads a weekly business development call with the companies regional
leaders in all practice areas, helping to provide strategic solutions to increase Genslers local presense in Las 
Vegas. He has also been entrusted as the offices Design Experience leader, one of Genslers five Design
Synergy nodes which helps promote Genslers design talent, culture, and experimentation.

Gensler has taken part as a mentorship partner for the AIA High School Design Competition, of which Wellbe 
serves as a mentor and assists in judging.  He also exposed students at a local urban high school to the field 
of architecture by presenting design projects he was involved with and taking questions about the field of 
design. Wellbe’s volunteer experience also includes working as a ‘Big Brother’ in the Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Southern Nevada program from 2014-2015.  
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Based on his passion for the development and future growth of Las Vegas, Wellbe brought the opportunity 
for Gensler to join the Downtown Vegas Alliance to office leadership. He currently serves as the liaison 
between Gensler and the Alliance during these events.  He has a keen interest in the architectural community 
and loves meeting new people in the city, making connections as well as connecting others in our industry. 
He can often be seen at other industry events, such as Network of Executive Women in Hospitality (NEWH), 
now coined as the Hospitality Industry Network, and the International Interior Design Association (IIDA) to 
name a few.

Wellbe is actively involved in the American Institute of Architects. He has served as the AIA Las Vegas 
Emerging Professionals Director for the last year, helping further promote and connect those in the 
profession among the community by starting a Firm Crawl series at local firms.  These events have been 
well received and many future ‘crawls’ are already scheduled due to the success.  Other events include local 
site visits of projects under construction.  The site visits are open to all in the industry, but still gathers the 
interest of students and professionals alike, serving as a great networking opportunity and connecting those 
of all ages and experience in our city.  In March, Wellbe planned the monthly AIA meeting in conjunction 
with the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) for an enjoyable evening to celebrate Landscape 
Architecture month.

He has also served as the Young Architect Representative for Nevada for 2023, of which Wellbe has worked 
closely with other representatives from others states to promote advocacy in the profession, and just started 
the Emerging Professional Friendly Firm Recognition Survey, which will help firms in Nevada be recognized 
for empowering young professionals. Wellbe was just recently appointed to AIA Nevada Strategic Council 
set to begin in 2024, of which he will continue to help make a difference and bring ideas to the larger stage 
in efforts to further improve the architecture profession. He looks forward to further professional growth, 
dovetailed with promotion of the architectural industry in the years to come.

Thank you to the AIA Nevada and the Distinguished Service Awards committee for the consideration of this 
award.  I strive constantly for my professional growth as well as looking for ways to continue growing my 
involvement in the Las Vegas community.
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Illinois Institute of Technology  Chicago, Il  
     Master of Architecture                                                                          
     May 2013

EDUCATION

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

AFFILIATIONS

Steelman Partners  Las Vegas, NV
Architectural Project Coordinator
09/2013 - 08/2017

•	 Assisted in running projects from concept through the construction document phase
•	 Participate in client meetings and present design ideas
•	 Worked within a collaborative team environment, achieving high quality final products

CERTIFICATIONS

Nevada State Board of Architecture, Interior Design and Residential Design
Licensed Architect - 8138
National Council of Architectural Registration Boards
Registered Architect
United States Green Building Council
LEED AP BD+C

Gensler  Las Vegas, NV
Associate | Architect
08/2017 - Current

•	 Worked closely with multiple Gensler offices on projects, assisting them with all phases of design on a variety of project types
•	 Design Experience Synergy leader in the office, designing through people’s mindsets, behaviors, emotions, and desires.
•	 Heavily involved in client meetings, presentations, as well as holding client relationships and business development efforts
•	 Create and develop overall design concepts, formulating design presentation strategies, and providing creative process    

leadership to ensure designs support project goals
•	 Perform all phases of design, FF&E selection, and coordination with associated parties

American Institute of Architects - Architect Member
      AIA Las Vegas - Emerging Professionals Director
      AIA Nevada - Young Architect Representative
      AIA Nevada - Strategic Council
Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat - Member
Downtown Vegas Alliance - Member
Alpha Rho Chi Fraternity Professional-Social Fraternity for Architecture and the Allied Arts
      Chapter founder, Vice-President, Secretary
      Alumni Director
The International Fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta
      President and Secretary

Washington State University  Pullman, WA  
     Bachelor of Science in Architectural Studies
     Minor in Construction Management                                                                 
     May 2011

VOLUNTEER EFFORTS

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Nevada
AIA High School Design Mentor
Cheyenne High School Career Mentor
Gensler gServe
Three Square

 
2023-Current

 2023
2024

 
2008-2011
2015-2017

 
2008-2011
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In July, we held our third Firm Crawl 
at Carpenter Sellers Del Gatto 

Architects.  It was our best attended 
event of the year with over 30 

people in attendance.

In September we held our first site visit at the Northeast 
Career & Technical Academy in conjunction with A4LE.  There 

was a great turnout as it was brought to my attention that 
many AIA members want more project visits.  

In May, we held our second Firm Crawl at Cunningham 
Architects.  This event was well received and had an 

even larger turnout than before.  A great mix of Allied 
Members attended as well which served for good 

introductions and discussion.

In March, the Emerging Professionals / 
Young Architects Forum Committee held 

our first event, the first Firm Tour of many, 
dubbing the series to be named the Firm 

Crawl.  The event was held at TSK Architects.  
A healthy mix of Architects, Allie Members, 

as well as AIAS members were in attendance.  
The event and the series was well received 
and everyone was looking forward to more 

events like this in the future.
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COUNTY REHAB CENTER Las Vegas, Nevada
G e n s l e r

Client: Clark County

Project Status: Concept Design

Project Description: Design of a new rehabilitation center for Clark County.  The goals of the center are to 
create a community of care and recovery while establishing organizational clarity, instilling dignity at all 
levels with a welcoming and belonging to all.  The center consists of a total of 240 beds divided between 
detox, 30 day stay, 90 day stay, and 6 month stay, as well as a wellness/renewal center, welcome and 
family center, admin, building support, and a dining and multi-purpose center with outdoor amenities.

Companies Role in Project: Design and Project Architect

Role in Project: Project Designer and Project Architect
•	 Assisted in design and coordinated presentations as well as held client meetings to present design 

updates
•	 Developed design to promote investigation of all pathways to recovery. With an approach rooted in 

personal focused care.
•	 Designed with a goal to build resilience in all who come here for care by re-igniting a direction of 

hope and purpose.
•	 Led design on the interior lobby and welcome center.
•	 Run multiple coordination calls with the client to ensure all goals are met, and presented designs to 

the Clark County Board of Commissioners.

DROP OFF AND ROTUNDA



Wellbe Bartsma AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C  |  Work Samples

SITE PLAN

VISITOR CENTER INTERIOR

DETOX

30 DAY

90 DAY

6 MONTH

MULTI-
PURPOSE

WELLNESS /
RENEWAL

SPORTS COURTS

HEALING
GARDEN

ADMIN WELCOME

ER
DROP-OFF

CENTRAL 
PLANT

MAIN
ENTRY

STAFF
ENTRY

CENTRAL
COURTYARD



Wellbe Bartsma AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C  |  Work Samples

OCEAN PARK RESORT Hallandale, Florida
G e n s l e r
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Client: Confidential Client

Project Status: Schematic Design

Project Description: A 35-acre mixed-use entertainment development in Hallandale, FL combines a 
four-star, 250-key hotel and casino with a best-in-class ocean park. At the heart of the 9-acre park lies a 
650-feet long wave pool, which will serve as the main attraction for visitors. The park also will feature a 
variety of other water attractions to complement the aquatic program. The complex has been designed 
to seamlessly integrate the gaming and hospitality program with the ocean park, with the intent of 
creating a cohesive and immersive experience for visitors.

Companies Role: Design Architect

Role in Project: Project Designer and Project Architect
•	 Design and Masterplan options for weekly meetings with client and land use attorneys.
•	 Coordinated with waterpark consultant to develop and plan waterpark components.
•	 Integrated a gaming and hospitality program, inclusive of a hotel component, creating a cohesive 

and immersive experience for visitors.
•	 Performed numerous master plan studies to fit desired program within the site parameters, 

coordinating with traffic engineers to develop a new street system within the property.
•	 Led client coordination meetings to develop hotel program and hotel planning from early concept 

development through schematic design.

RESORT AERIAL
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INTEGRATED RESORT Las Vegas, Nevada
G e n s l e r

Client: Gladehaven Development

Project Status: Schematic Design

Project Description: Concept and massing studies for an integrated resort on a 9 acre site.

Companies Role: Design Architect

Role in Project: Project Designer and Project Architect
•	 Design and Masterplan integrated resort development.
•	 Integrated a gaming and hospitality program, inclusive of a four-star hotel, creating a cohesive 

and immersive experience for visitors, while maximizing amenities and usable square footage.
•	 Performed numerous master plan studies to present and review with the client.
•	 Study ways in which to enhance the human experience of this resort by connecting guests to 

multiple amenities vertically and horizontally through the property.
•	 Brought natural light into the interiors through strategic openings in the hotel tower and 

skylights to gaming and retail levels below, connecting the guests with the natural elements.

RESORT VIEW
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CONFIDENTIAL OFFICE Las Vegas, Nevada
G e n s l e r

Client: Confidential Client

Project Status: Built

Project Description: Renovation of an existing 2 level office building and parking garage for a new 
company headquarters.

Companies Role: Design Architect and Architect of Record

Role in Project: Project Architect
•	 Existing two story office building interiors renovation including core and shell updates, tenant 

improvement of interior spaces, outdoor terrace addition, and parking garage updates.
•	 Performed numerous space planning and test fit studies to fit required amount of desks and 

offices in departments, ultimately resulting in the most efficient layout given the existing 
conditions of the building.

•	 Selected and detailed skylight system to fit within and align with existing structural elements.
•	 Took part in client meetings, coordinated with consultants, and managed internal team to meet     

project deliverables.
•	  Assisted in selection of colors and finishes for exterior refresh and detailed new office entry 

facade.

MAIN OFFICE ENTRY
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Project Russell | Las Vegas, Nevada August 13, 2021    | 
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STARBUCKS Las Vegas, Nevada
S t e e l m a n   P a r t n e r s

Client: Silverton Hotel and Casino

Project Status: Built

Project Description: Full design and construction of a new ground up Starbucks property at the new 
Silverton Village retail center.

Companies Role: Design Architect and Architect of Record

Role in Project: Project Designer and Project Manager
•	 Aided in design, coordinated presentations, as well as assist in generating 3D renderings.
•	 Conduct meeting between the client, contractor, Starbucks Coffee Company, and consultants.
•	 Prepare documents from schematic design, design development, and construction documents.
•	 Developed the conceptual design for Blaze Pizza and Firehouse Subs retail buildings.
•	 Select materials and finishes for exterior and interior applications.

STARBUCKS



Wellbe Bartsma AIA, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C  |  Work Samples

STARBUCKS PLAN

STARBUCKS INTERIORS



American Institute of Architects 
Las Vegas Chapter 
1131 S. Casino Center Blvd. 
Las Vegas, NV 89104 
 

T (702) 483 3838 
www.AIALasVegas.org 
www.AIANevada.org 

 

November 8th, 2023 
 
 
Dear Distinguished Service Awards Jury, 
 
It is my privilege to nominate Wellbe Bartsma for the Emerging Professionals Leadership Award. 
Throughout his career, Wellbe has demonstrated exceptional leadership, initiative, and dedication to the 
architectural community. His resume highlights his commitment to advancing the architectural profession 
and improving design through volunteer service.  
 
In his current role as Emerging Professionals/Young Architects Forum (EP/YAF) Director, Wellbe has 
spearheaded efforts to foster inclusivity and connections within our industry. When he took on this position, 
he noticed a lack of community among young architects, especially those looking to network and make 
professional contacts. To remedy this, he created the EP/YAF Firm Crawl series – a program that opens 
architecture firm doors to AIA members, offering an inside look at their design process, portfolio, and team. 
Wellbe believes that although firms may compete for business, the community should support one another. 
The series has successfully built camaraderie between firms and provided a space to share ideas. When we 
invite new graduates or members pursuing licensure, these events have helped them discover their 
professional passions, whether in hospitality, healthcare, education, residential, or other architectural 
specialties, by connecting them with experienced architects working in those fields. This program will 
continue under his direction next year thanks to his leadership.  
 
Beyond his AIA service, Wellbe has a heart for helping those in need. His commitment to organizations like 
Big Brothers Big Sisters and Three Square demonstrates his compassion. Professionally, Wellbe is a skilled 
architect capable of achieving excellence on complex projects. Most importantly, he is a kind and principled 
person. His creativity and dedication make him a great addition to any team. I cannot imagine a more 
worthy recipient of this award than Wellbe. 
 
It is my sincere hope that the jury recognizes how exceptional Wellbe is and chooses to honor him. Please 
reach out to me if I can provide additional support for his nomination. He has my highest recommendation. 
 
Regards, 
 
 

 
Taryn Kole | Assistant Director of Operations 
AIA Nevada | AIA Las Vegas 
The American Institute of Architects 



It is a pleasure to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Wellbe Bartsma for the AIA Emerging 

Professionals Leadership Award. I have had the opportunity of working with Wellbe for the past six 

years with Gensler and have been his Coach for part of that time.  I have seen the changes in his 

professional growth, both creatively and in leadership. 

 

Wellbe is eager and willing to jump into any project. He is sought after for this ability to take on projects 

from concept through construction documents, delivering successful results. His solutions are elegant, 

highly original, technologically challenging and worked out in detail.  The uniqueness and originality of 

his work contributes to project success. His work represents elements that promote healthy lifestyles and 

creates a welcoming sense of place. From early in the design process, he envisions how projects can best 

embody sustainable values, material and design choices that reflect the local culture and climate. He also 

works closely with the client to deliver cost effective end results.  

 

He is a young professional, who is a pleasure to work with and understands the importance of a team. He 

collaborates and partners with his peers, those he mentors, and management in his own unique style, 

always making sure that everyone always feel included. Wellbe is seen in our office as a mentor that 

people turn to for advice and help with projects.   He successfully leads teams to success through tight 

project deadlines and uses his talents to truly uplift the experience through design. 

 

He is energetic and productive in his efforts, which he undertakes with professionalism, responsibility 

and intelligence and works hard with focus.  Wellbe strives to learn something new daily not only about 

design but all aspects of the architecture business. He has also taken on initiatives of his own to 

strengthen his ties in the community. He is a growing leader in business development and building 

strong client relationships, further growing Gensler’s presence in Nevada. On top of beginning to bring 

in clients, Wellbe also has been leading recruitment efforts, helping ensure that we bring in the top talent 

to grow our office. 

 

I am pleased to have the opportunity to very highly recommend Wellbe Bartsma for the AIA Nevada 

Emerging Professionals Leadership Award.  I am confident that he would be a qualified candidate and 

much deserving of this award. Please feel free to contact me if any more information is required 

702.893.2834. 



Dear Selection Committee,

I am delighted to submit a nomination for the Emerging Professionals Leadership Award on behalf of Wellbe 
Bartsma, a talented and dedicated licensed architect and project designer at Gensler’s Las Vegas office. Wellbe’s 
outstanding contributions to the field of architecture, his commitment to sustainability, mentorship, and 
community involvement, and his exceptional portfolio of projects make him an excellent candidate for this 
prestigious recognition.

Wellbe Bartsma’s career at Gensler’s Las Vegas office has been marked by his versatility, excellence, and 
unwavering passion for design. He has had the opportunity to work on a wide range of project types, including 
hospitality, office buildings, workplace, retail, education, mixed-use, residential, and urban design. This diverse 
experience has not only honed his architectural skills but also allowed him to make a significant impact on a variety 
of communities through his work.

Wellbe’s commitment to sustainability in the built environment is a testament to his forward-thinking and 
responsible approach to architecture. He consistently incorporates sustainable design principles into his projects, 
promoting environmentally conscious solutions and inspiring others to do the same. His dedication to sustainability 
aligns perfectly with the values and priorities of the architectural profession and Gensler’s firmwide goals.

In addition to his professional achievements, Wellbe is a remarkable mentor both within our office and in the 
community. He generously shares his knowledge and experience with younger architects, fostering their growth 
and nurturing the next generation of design professionals. Wellbe has help to lead events for the AIA Emerging 
Professionals, which have been very well attended with many expressing their excitement for future annual events. 
His involvement in the AIA High School Design Competition and his service on the AIA Las Vegas Board 
demonstrate his commitment to shaping the future of architecture and advancing the profession.

Wellbe’s contributions have not gone unnoticed, as evidenced by his feature in the AIA Forum Newsletter. This 
recognition is a testament to his influence and leadership within the architectural community, further solidifying his 
impact and reputation.

Wellbe has been involved in projects not only across Nevada but also throughout the United States and even in 
Asia. His global perspective and collaborative approach have enriched the architectural landscape in various 
regions, showcasing his ability to adapt to diverse contexts and design challenges.

Beyond his professional commitments, Wellbe regularly engages with charitable organizations, demonstrating his 
dedication to giving back to the community. He takes the lead in organizing and encouraging our office’s 
participation in community service initiatives, inspiring his colleagues to join him in making a positive impact on 
society.

In conclusion, Wellbe Bartsma’s exceptional contributions to architecture, his unwavering dedication to 
sustainability, his mentorship and community involvement, his recognition by the AIA Forum Newsletter, and his 
extensive project portfolio make him an outstanding candidate for the Emerging Professionals Leadership Award. I 
wholeheartedly recommend Wellbe for this prestigious recognition, and I believe his continued dedication to the 
field will serve as an inspiration to architects and aspiring architects worldwide.

Thank you for considering Wellbe Bartsma for this esteemed award. If you require any additional information or 
documentation to support this nomination, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Trisha Litzau, Marketing Manager, Gensler 
(725) 264-6241 | Trisha_litzau@gensler.com, cc: trishalitzau@gmail.com

3883 Howard Hughes Parkway
Suite 650 
Las Vegas, Nevada 89169 

Tel   702.893.2800
Fax  702.893.2805
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